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The Interaction between the Translation of
“Urban Autonomy” and Centralized Self-

Governing Institutions:

W. B. Munro’s The Government of European Cities

and its Japanese and Chinese Translations

Qi Liang
Abstract

The term zizhi ( El{f ) had three connotations during the Late
Qing: Personal Cultivation, Provincial Independence, and Local Self-
Government, with the last connotation referring to the governance of local
gentry and merchants over local affairs. While the introduction of this
concept had a profound connection with Europe and Japan, there were
also distinctions between the West and China about the meaning of “urban
autonomy”. These distinctions can be seen in the relay translations of
W. B. Munro’s The Government of European Cities (1909) from English
into Japanese and Chinese. The Chinese version inherited much of the
word selection and expression from the Japanese translation. The ower-

centralized self-governing institutions had spread from Absolutist Prussia
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to Meiji Japan and then to Late Qing China, forming an institutional chain
that differed in its modes of implementation. This in turn indicates what
was problematic when the theories of self-governance spread to China via
Japan. Autonomy is defined as an automatic order related to self-experience
and custom, which emphasizes the independence and exploration of
individual, whereas the German Selbst Verwaltung refers to the rational
restraint of self-management, which emphasizes an individual's obedience
to the willpower of state and his or her role as a well-functioning gear. The
Japanese-invented phrase with Chinese characters [ H{5 ( U % )] used
in the translation reflected the meaning of Selbst Verwaltung. As Munro’s
The Government of European Cities was translated into Chinese via
Japanese, the translation only demonstrated the centralized characteristics
of Prussian-Japanese systems of self-governance, straying from Munro’s

original meaning in English.

Keywords: Autonomy/Selbst Verwaltung, Munro, Knowledge Translation,

Power-Centralized Institutions, Languages
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: Philip A. Kuhn, “Local Self-Government Under the Republic: Problems of
Control, Autonomy and Mobilization,” in Frederic Wakeman Jr. and Carolyn
Grant, eds., Conflict and Control in late Imperial China (Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1975), 257-298.
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The student of contemporary municipal administration in

France finds it hardly necessary to pursue the course of civic

development farther back than the period of the Revolution;
for this great political upheaval created in the sphere of local
government, as in the other domains of French administration, an

almost complete break in the continuity of institutional history.

Prior to the Revolution France had practically no system of local
government; in the various provinces the cities were administrated
in widely different ways, the centralization of powers in the

hands of the royal authorities being much more nearly complete

in some places than in others. Even within the bounds of a single
province, moreover, the form as well as the spirit of communal
administration showed considerable variation. There was, indeed,

no approach to uniformity save in the fact that local autonomy was

almost everywhere absent, and that in no part of the kingdom was
there any security against the captious interference of some higher
authority in affairs of purely local concern. The turmoils of the
Revolutionary era left the physical boundaries of the communes
without any important alterations; but communal administration
carried over into the new regime scarcely a single heritage of the

old.47
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Munro, The Government of European Cities, 1-2.
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% Munro, The Government of European Cities, 123-124, 134-144.
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FN o MM EPERBRE BRI BT > AT TUING H AR 2248
oo VTG (1884) > BUEKBIMABIIE H AT H iH R
FEERLRLSE » B W)V e I 2 TR e JES F T ik o REGRBRERE 1R
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(H) W18 (8 A v B BREE o 2 2 4 ¥ @RFOMB)

(F#S: 32y 7EFE 2012 5) » H 165-227 °

TH) GRE  (HREE: 2O 4 v olEE D) (R : SEAEHE
J& > 1999 ££) » E{89-130 ©

B GRATHEOR T EG L REAY 1 E (3 —u vk [
ADECHST EREIE) > E2249 o

¥ B GRATHEOH T EG L REAY s H1E (3 —a vk [
ADEHST EREIE) > E2249 o



AT ARERZA AR BHEALH—NNE (W.B Muno) #The Government of European CitisR 2 8 ~ $EXAH S 171

B > TR b o B T R B SR RIS (it s
B R BB RS > AESHE - EiE o TSR - FiLLH
I —eE S FARIG K BIRIEAL T H AR £ 5B - © Al
SETR ARSI E BRI R 7 GG » ST O a8 G
2 il B B R AR R P th R R > B RS
T TR > LIRS s — PR Rg (1827-1877) B - AR
WTH BORF R - 1874 4 » TSR (EAP A (1833-1877) ~
KASRFE (1830-1878) S5 G IRMPE I T s » VG HBME A% 0] 21 6
VRIS B S IRAL - B HIA BRI PR R AL > 2
AR AIRIE » K AMRFERRIR - ERERATEN PR L WG =
AT T AR o 5T o WA AL TE 1889 FRIUFEL: F 1.2
PRI BEERE > oy B < A RIS ST - B IR B A
oo T o R PO ATAR P RO P S 0 R 1L > SR 5 BT
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BT S TERAHED o S BIEAE IR T > REM IR (B
HEDY #v > BREERFHIERREE T 5 -

1907 4 » S YL FI BB H AL AT7E FASE IS BI0 B DL
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o Douglas R. Reynolds, China, 1898-1912: The Xinzheng Revolution and Japan
(Cambridge, Mass.: Council on East Asian Studies, Harvard University, c1993),
111-126.
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Philip A. Kuhn, Soulstealers: The Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 (Cambridge,
Massachusetts, London, England: Harvard University Press,1990), 200-220;
Edward J. M. Rhoads, Manchus & Han: Ethnic Relations and Political Power
in Late Qing and Early Republican China, 1861-1928 (Seattle: University of
Washington Press, c2000), 11-70.

John Fincher, Chinese Democracy: The Self-government Movement in Local,
Provincial and National Politics, 1905-1914 (Canberra: Australian National
University, 1981), 59-86.
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