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The Aesthetic Form, Boundary Imagination
and Writers Experience of Taiwan’s Anti-

Communism Literature

ES
Mei-e Huang
Abstract

The appearance of anti-communism literature is an important part
of Taiwanese literature phylogeny. However, when it came to aesthetic,
it was considered highly unitary and negative. As a result, the discourse
of Taiwan’s anti-communism literature repeated itself for a long time.
But like it or not, the fact of its long-time existence (form 1950 to 1980)
and influence of anti-communism literature cannot be erased. This paper
tries to bring up a new research method, by considering “anti-communism
literature” as an important “aesthetic form” in post-war Taiwan. The
following questions will be discussed in this paper: What was the literary
environment when anti-communism literature appeared? What is its
relationship with early post-war literary trends? Was there any succession,
breaking or grafting? How did the official and the folk to intervene this

new aesthetic writing form with highly demonstrating political traits?
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What was the reactions of writers? How did this aesthetic form, its literary
theory and methods be concerned, discussed, learned and understood by
writers when it became the mainstream of that time? In short, what was
the epistemology behind? Also, did it have any other aesthetic features
beyond being political? How do we understand the dialectic relationship
between literature and politics? What is the subject, and what is the
object? These questions will lead to a complex dialectical relations among
state institution, literary policy, and educational production, discourse of

knowledge, literary ontology, author, and their strategies.

Keywords: Taiwanese literature, anti-communism literature, standard form

research, boundary imagination, writers experience
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