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The Craft of Lyricism:

Translations and Writings of Love Letters in the Late

Qing and Early Republican Periods

Shaw-yu Pan’
Abstract

Comparing to the glorious tradition of lyrical poems and essays in ancient
China, the quantity and quality of writings of love letter appear to be much less
impressive. However, the situation changed severely since the early Republican
period. The genre of love letter was not only vitalized, the amount of writings also
increased rapidly. Moreover, publishing love letters became fashionable after the
May Fourth, and writing love letters was an important practice of romantic love for
young intellectuals. The literary translations were arguably taken as examples in
this dramatic change. In order to investigate the transformation of traditional love
letters in the modern era, this paper first analyzes how the translators of European
sentimental novels and famous love letters adopted Chinese literary tradition,
created phrases to imply intimacy and introduced Western ideas of love and
marriage to Chinese readers. It then explores the “love letter fever” from 1910s to
1930s, and discusses how the strategies and legacies of the Mandarin Ducks and

Butterflies School, and the May Fourth writers, which differ drastically from
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the other, influenced the writing practice of love letters and enriched the craft

of lyricism with complexity and diversity.

Keywords: love letter, impersonation, literary translation in the late Qing and
early Republican periods, Mandarin Ducks and Butterflies School,

May Fourth writers
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/M (1824-1895) Y (R F(EZGESE) EHb - BRI R ERR
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¥ BSE{E (H. Rider Haggard ) % » M7 ~ BiGR00 © CHEE/NME) (LI«
WHENEEE > 1914 4F) » BT » H 48 o Jf{3C 1 “My Darling, — Of course 1 have
no business to call you that, but then you see this is not a real letter, and you will
never get it, for I shall post it presently in the fire; I am only playing at writing to you.
Henry, my darling, my lover, my husband — you can see now that I am playing, or

o




——

256 RERELEF H+=M
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Al amAHL T B SCRATIE “you” (fR) SEMETEER "8, - EEHRET -
RS CREUE AR T~ THR TRy TRE S TRAL
AR DB o B (R R AR I I AT BR A RO RR (R Z Ak ik
(R ARFSAESETAE ) MRATOEA "B 57 SRR B AR (R e
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ERARERMEAINERE > ME T HEREZARL - WAEREMED
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MEEHRGIEATER T "5 T REEME T - At —k - T

I shouldn’t call you that, should I1?”” H. Rider Haggard, Joan Haste (Elibron Classics
Replica Edition, Adamant Media Corporation, 2005), 277.
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HEGGBHREE 2P ! ) RAMPES - My - THEEE © (BEREALGE
=) HS8 - X BREE GUR/NME) - LZEMABEETERE T, -
R 3753 -

" I5E 8 (H. Rider Haggard ) % » T « BB 58 « (RLHEESESR) T8 (&
b - BAMERREE 1916 £ EiERSEN H AR AL B F FHRGZED > 1990 ££) - H 107-
110 ° JF3Z : “My dearest Geoffrey,” it began, “I have never before addressed you thus
on paper, nor should I do so now, knowing to what risks such written words might put
you, were it not that occasions may arise (as in this case) which seem to justify the
risk. For when all things are ended between a man and a woman who are to each other
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AT BFEHE “My dearest Geoffrey” (iR ENIE 7F] ) Fhk " BE 2 E
F o MERATERIEE (CRANER) (1908 3 Nami-ko » 1898 ) HIHYIEENF -
A TEE EFENRE - (PER) SEARBREGFHERTIE 5
SHEREIE TR TR R T TR FRIERDL TRE B R —
AN 3E 2 R R PR AT AT PR BV IR A 2 9 SRR AR (S A B f§ “Dearest
Nami” » “My Dearest Takeo”) - MIEEEE L (ARG EEERES - 1868-
1927) WHSCFEZE - AT S IR AN LB RO RE T 5 =0 - 2 S8R e
SRR R TR - ARG/ NG E B R RZ  TTE 1920 FLLL
BRIVESEER/NREHSEE - P RESH - THEER ) Otk —

what we have been, then it is well that the one who goes should speak plainly before
speech becomes impossible, if only that the one who is left should not misunderstand
that which has been done... Do not blame yourself in this matter, for you are not to
blame; of my own free will I do it, because in the extremity of the circumstances I
think it best that one should go and the other be saved, rather than that both should
be involved in a common ruin. Dear, do you remember how in that strange vision of
mine, | dreamed that you came and touched me on the breast and showed me light?
So it has come to pass, for you have given me love—that is light; and now in death
I shall seek for wisdom...We are not married, Geoffrey, according to the customs of
the world, but two short days from hence I shall celebrate a service that is greater
and more solemn than any of the earth...Farewell, farewell, farewell! Oh, Geoffrey,
my darling, to whom I have never been a wife, to whom I am more than any wife—
do not forget me in the long years which are to come.” & %3 £ 5 % FT Il  Henry
Rider Haggard, Beatrice (New York: Harper, 1890; Salt Lake City: Project Gutenberg
Literary Archive Foundation, 2006 release), chapter 29.

MR - BRI T B ERE : (PUE) b (Edb B
MEREE 1914 - HIERBENZ R A EA2ED » 1990 4F£) » H 36-37 5 Kenjird
Tokutomi, Nami-Ko: A Realistic Novel, trans. Sakae Shioya and E. F. Edgett (Boston:
Herbert B. Turner & Co., 1904), 74-80 ; fEE AL : (PUIEE) - WM ERESH
e R - (dbRES - EEEAE) - HATRICERRE 96 (R :
AINEIE - 1972 4) - H 267-271 » # : EERCRESEREZEY -
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TEE =T ERNNEEGHEEREANE - MeE CGUE/IME) BRI
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FEEEA > MEtERENRFEAZIEAR - FERREYGE - (EFEARERF)
WAL (Pierre Abelard ) ~ ZEfkfaifE (Héloise ) 3 - EHE7AE - PERKEE: (W
AR B R SRS ) (2L - S - 2013 48) - H 27 -

UTEVRCASORMEZR - B (TR ) 2 (SHET) ks e o (S
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H21-24-

EfLE  NEEE  CHEE) CH 12

Y OEfs . EERR . (hEE)  H 1921 -

** [b¥} Abelard and Heloise, Letters of Abelard and Heloise, trans. John Hughes (London:
J. Watts, 1729), chapter 2, 131-135: “I see Nothing here but Marks of the Deity, and
I speak of Nothing but Man!...How difficult is it to fight always for Duty against
Inclination? I know what Obligations this Veil lays on me, but I feel more strongly
what Power a long habitual Passion has over my Heart. I am conquered by my
Inclination. My Love troubles my Mind, and disorders my Will. Sometimes I am
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MR EFEICA RS2 AT IP S S o A 1 T iR
niEApd o BARCEA D ALPFEEN o bRt 2 -

FooomEL A AT

swayed by the Sentiments of Piety which arise in me, and the next Moment I yield up
my Imagination to all that is amorous and tender.... I considered I had made a Vow,
taken the Veil, and am as it were dead and buried; yet there rises unexpectedly from
the Bottom of my Heart a Passion from which triumphs over all these Notions, and
darkens all my Reason and Devotion.”
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