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“War” from Abroad:

Translation Movement and the Styles of War Novels

in the Late Qing Dynasty

Hsin-1 Chu
Abstract

In the late Qing Dynasty, there were many wars in China. Literary
reform activities were flourishing. The number of novels on the subject of
“war” was enormous. Chinese interpreters translated related novels from
the West and Japan. This article focuses on the translation of war novels in
the late Qing Dynasty. The originals came from Victor Hugo (1802-1885),
Henry René Albert Guy de Maupassant (1850-1893) and Leo Tolstoy (JIes
Hukonaesnu Toncroit, 1828-1910). Their works were translated by various
translators, such as Chen Jinghan (1878-1965), Yang Weiling (1875-1953),
and Wang Guowei (1877-1927). Theses novels were concerned with a

young man’s military service, military education and a reflection on war. It
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echoes the anxiety of modern China about the inheritance of generations,

political reform and national dilemma.

Keywords: Late Qing, translation, Chen Jinghan, Yang Weiling, Wang Guowei
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> “We called this shift of emphasis the ‘cultural turn’ in translation studies, and
suggested that a study of the processes of translation combined with the praxis of
translating could offer a way of understanding how complex manipulative textual
processes take place: how a text is selected for translation, for example, what role
the translator plays in that selection, what role an editor, publisher or patron plays,
what criteria determine the strategies that will be employed by the translator,
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F A 22 H Edmondo de Amicis, Cuore (New York: H. Holt, 1896).

XA 22 H Guy de Maupassant, Contes choisis: Les prisonniers; L'auberge;

L’aventure de Walter Schnaffs; Amour; Deux amis; La peur; La mére sauvage

(London: Bell, 1927).

{#ChliA 22 H Toncroii Jles Hukonaesuu, Py6ka neca (Mocksa: Boerusnar, 1947).
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