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Narration of Africa, Speech of China:

The Exotic Image and Self-Reflection under the Writings

of Authors in Late Qing Dynasty

Kean-fung Guan’

Abstract

This study discusses how Chinese authors, at the turn of the 19"
and 20" centuries, questioned the political encounters and cultural crises
through the shaping and representation of the exotic image of “Africa.”
Such materials to present the image of “Africa” reflected the mutual
discrimination between “ego” and “the other,” “native” and “exotic,” as
well as “China” and “world,” in which the corresponding relationship
between writers’ “ego” and the described “the other” was hidden.
According to multiple text materials, including news reports, geography
books, historical biography, travels, textbooks, poetry, and images,

EEINT3

four subtitles of “division of Africa,” “deduction of blacks,” “customs
of African,” and “exploration of Africa” were classified to discuss the
“Africa” image narrated by authors in the late Qing dynasty and the

reflected “China.” From the image of foreign country, rich research
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contents were hidden in such Africa image, which did not simply copy
the reality of foreign country, but also reflected on political encounters,
cultural circumstances, and ideology of China watchers. The presentation
of “Africa” was not so much a narration of “Africa” but rather as the

symbolic performance of self-culture.
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The same feeling which has induced the modern painter to caricature
the lion, has led the sentimentalist to consider the lion’s roar the most
terrific of all earthly sounds. We hear of the “majestic roar of the king
of beasts.” It is, indeed, well calculated to inspire fear if you hear it in
combination with the tremendously loud thunder of that country, on
a night so pitchy dark that every flash of the intensely vivid lightning
leaves you with the impression of stone-blindness, while the rain pours
down so fast that your fire goes out, leaving you without the protection
of even a tree, or the chance of your gun going off. But when you are

in a comfortable house or wagon, the case is very different, and you

56

() SCBMrcE - (38 ) seBmiaeah - el » BRDAERSY © (K
Wy - CREELEC) - A HESEEEEA



BN > THYE  RAEEET RSN 08 KM 345

hear the roar of the lion without any awe or alarm. The silly ostrich
makes a noise as loud, yet he never was feared by man. To talk of the

o L L 57
majestic roar of the lion is mere majestic twaddle.
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*" David Livingstone, “The Roar of the Lion Resembles the Cry of the Ostrich,”
in Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa: Including a Sketch of
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