REBRALERN F+

2021 49 A A 63-120
ﬁ} ?’E \‘-‘g‘- 7N

MPURET 1 VE Ry A B ol it N3 2K Bl 52 B2 1 s g s - 5 (X

B 5E & 2 a8 - 23R R AR VA B IR — R R S o R 1T 22 it
(Andrew Henry Plaks) &5 @ [H GRS E TS RBIRF( I JEEIRE
feBHas » S a1 220 dm Ry — (R E R R) - 1 ASGERy T
Ray e | AR BB B A R [ JE 1 IERERRIEE ~ B
B ~ A RSEAE  SCEETE L ) R EBI TR ECR - B R
M R TIURe &) TS RIRE(L - R R % & Lk
1% o AU JERAERRE TR S ) HHRET, ARy TR, -
AR TE HAE Ry SCER s B e B2 2 A BGR A - ASCE it WIiE )
MPURE & 1 BATERE » BB S8 RIS HER - s TIURs
1 ERERRMEECE L LA - B A RE BARE N - HXOE#EH
B HASCER s S TPUR B a5 ) ARG » F5 R ACTR FTHEE H A
BEERGRISCER SR » MR To7 3 ) POB(EARBERS ~ B SE ARY
sl ™ o TEF ) WEERE TR G E B SRS Ry AR B 58 B2y &t

T VEBBURB T BOA A B SRR A -



64 REBRSLEF

A > H B EREE AR A © Bk > AR THURE &) S ER
EAITERER T PN PR - TR Ry TRTROAIRR ) (£ 220 Bl s e
MAE o TR AREERET RS TUURE & BRI -

BRBER @ PURRY S ~ AGHL ~ SCER S ~ /NGRS ~ ARBER



Journal of the History of Ideas in East Asia, Vol. 19
Sep. 2021, pp. 63-120

The Shaping of the Canon:

The Concept of “The Four Masterworks
of the Ming Novel” in Modern China

Hsuan-chang Huang*

Abstract

Contemporary researchers mostly consider Sida gishu VY K772 (The
Four Masterworks of the Ming Novel) are the literary canons of the
form and aesthetics of Chinese classical novels, and indicate that this
perspective is originated from a preface by Li Yu. However, Andrew
Henry Plaks claims that “I am not sure at what point during the Ching
or Republican periods this became a fixed critical category.” This paper
argues that “The Four Masterworks of the Ming Novel,” which become
a fixed category in modern academic monographs, are precisely shaped
by and as a result of multiple ideological movements such as disciplinary
education, the Enlightenment, Xinmin thought 7 EAH, and literary
criticism. This paper attempts to problematize the concept of the “The
Four Masterworks of the Ming Novel” in modern periods, and examines

the multiple historical contexts behind it. It is not intended to challenge

Ph. D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University



66 REBBALEF

the writing skills and the canonicity of “The Four Masterworks of the
Ming Novel,” but to explore its organic process of the acceptance in
literary history. Firstly, I explain the early popular sayings of “The Four
Masterworks of the Ming Novel” in the Qing Dynasty are actually related
to the marketing strategy of the bookstore. It also shows the referents of
“The Four Masterworks of the Ming Novel” were not settled before they
were disciplinized or accepted as common knowledge. Secondly, based
on the statement of “The Four Masterworks of the Ming Novel” in the
early Chinese literary history, I indicate the source of knowledge can be
extended to the literary history of Japanese Sinologists, and illustrate
that, after the discussions of Kainan Mori, On Shionoya and other
Japanese Sinologists on the connotation of gishu %}, the value of gi
7T has shifted from biyi fengchiao 343 JA#L (benefiting moral teaching)
to a discussion of writing techniques and aesthetics, which is different
from the connotation of traditional commentaries. Finally, I assume the
concept of “The Four Masterworks of the Ming Novel” is constantly being
reproduced in the East Asian knowledge circulation, and then produced as
“new knowledge” within the academic and educational system, forming
the common understanding of the “The Four Masterworks of the Ming

Novel” known by the general public.

Keywords: The Four Masterworks of the Ming Novel, canon, literary
history, the Novel, Kainan Mori
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