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From “Academic” to “Politic”:

The Appropriation of the Concept of Consciousness

(1890-1940)

Han Cheng-hua
Abstract

The emerging of many newly coined words with a great diversity of
new concepts were imported into China with tremendous cultural effect.
These newly coined words and concepts were mostly translated by the
intellectuals. Especially, they translated many new terms invented by the
Japanese. The variety of new terms came up during Late Imperial China
with a plentiful of knowledge and ideas. Each one of these newly coined
words would turn into a keyword in the Modern China, continuing making
influence on chinese world of language and thought. This article describes
the historical process of the newly coined word “consciousness,” which
became a keyword of Modern China. I will depict this historical picture
from three aspects: the translating activities during modern period; the
western psychology; the appropriation of the concept among much kinds

of hostile atmosphere.

Keywords: consciousness, newly coined word, keyword, psychology,

appropriation
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HTH TR TRHERS TR E P BB H AL IHEE2ET -
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BHEO ML > (9 ARG HRAOPE RIS o JF LI T U TIRI% ) [ER)
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K. Steinmetz, eds., Japanese Family and Society: Words from Tongo Takebe, 4
Meiji Era Sociologist (New York: The Haworth Press, 2007).
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HhAmas SRR A S (FE XS HRRUEER FOER © B2 »
NES TR MR R - 1B ATEA - ARV S
s o

=~ RAREA o B RIEAF T &K
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7 Sun Lung-kee, “Social Psychology in the Late Qing Period,” 235-262.
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TAT » EZ TR 1933 ERIRA © #/8E (Le Bon * Gustave * Bl A
SCEMIAR) s SR - (BUROH (Y FEESHIMOE 0 1933 4F)
H2-6°

N SHIE - GREIRZEE) » CRTHEE) 385 1 1 1906 6> H48 -



BTk T84 B TEE ) HRAEAIA (1890-1940) 151

HAEHE - AL B E AT o HH o EH L B
48 > Ho0R e TEhEME > BELE & 200 o Bl » AERERH
Lo Tl TR Z & IRARGE Y SNBSS HEEBIEE
wkeE o'

MR 2N AHBE B SE  aEEE > TR B2
NASTEABIIRRASE - 1907 & » G RER) & —REEERE - 28 H
A P E2 GG E 4 SC (Fukasaku Yasubumi » 1874-1962) fY S &——
KR ) o SRS UM ALY » TR E RS » FiE
] SR o (FEE—BIGESIREE » S AR LI
AF o HE G2 BER TR

WRBANE > 5 ACHEEZ —F @ > UPAAITUABAZE
o MA TR B ERIHL— AL - FTAERZISH—
Fo AR EREAZIEGHE S B~ BEEZIH— o BAK
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