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Forgotten Contributors:

On the Japanese Adaptors Behind Taiwan’s

Dongfang Publisher

Lai Tzu-yun
Abstract

During the 1960s, Taipei-based Dongfang publisher( 5 77 Hik#t )
published four series of children’s literature in Chinese, including

e

“Biographies of the great people around the world”, “World literature for

LEINNT3

the young”, “The complete Arséne Lupin” and “The complete Sherlock
Holmes”. The four series have been very popular in Taiwan for the past
decades and are still in print today. Since the publisher only credited
the original authors and Chinese adaptors, most readers and researchers
assumed that those titles were adapted from the original languages, such
as English or French. However, those four series were actually relay-
translated from Japanese adaptions rather than the original languages.
“Biographies of the great people around the world” were actually
translated from a collection by Japanese publisher Kaiseisha( f& ¥ £t );

“World literature for the young” were translated from two Japanese

collections, published by Kaiseisha and Kodansha( if§ak {1 ) respectively.
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Both “the complete Arséne Lupin” and “The complete Sherlock Holmes”
were translated from Japanese adaptions of Poplar Publisher( & 7° 7 1. ).
Most of those Japanese adaptions were published in the 1950s. Quite a
few famous writers participated in the translation and adaptation, such
as Minami Yoichiro( # 7 — BB ), Yamanaka Minetaro( [L| H7 2 K EP ),
Shibata Renzaburo( 4% # = ff ), Nasu Tatzuzo( HS7H =% & ), Mori
Michiyo( #% —Tf{) and Saijo Yaso( Fig&/\+ ) among others. Those
adaptions reflected the idea of education in post-war Japan, emphasizing
the world knowledge and moral building for the children. Among the
Taiwanese translators, Huang Te-shi( # {3/ ), Lin Wen-yueh( #A3 A ),
Wen Hsin( 3/ ) and Shih Tsui-feng( fifiZ2l§ ) were well-known native
Taiwanese writers, who had been educated in Japanese during the colonial
period(1896-1945). Under the political climate of “de-Japanization”
in post-war Taiwan, those Taiwanese translators did not mention their
Japanese counterparts. Few existing researches of children’s literature in
Taiwan acknowledge the existence of the Japanese adaptions between the
original works and their Chinese renditions. This present paper aims to
locate the Japanese origins of those translated literature in Taiwan, and
describe the adaption strategy of Japanese writers as well as the translation

strategy of the Taiwanese translators.

Keywords: Dongfang publisher, biography of the great people, world

literature for the young, Japanese adaptions
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She knew it very well, for it was that beautiful old story of the
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