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A Study on a Thought on Qi & in the
Warring States Period:

Focusing on Excavated Materials

Kenji Takeda

The purpose of this study is to get a new view about how the Hundred
Schools of Thought (7 F1%%) developed their thought on Qi 5@ in the
Pre-Qin period. In my analysis I rely considerably on excavated materials
in the Warring States period: Chu Bamboo Slips from Guo Dian Z[/5 ;
Chu Bamboo Slips of the Warring States Period Collected in Shanghai
Museum; Bamboo Slips of the Warring States Period Collected in Tsing
Hua University.

In conclusion, Daoism (3EZ%) and Confucian School ({EZK) | certainly
had various thoughts on Qi before the middle Warring States period: In
Daoism, Qi is a component of everything; In Confucian School, mostly
Qi is a component that makes up human body or mind. The important
point to note is that examples using the term of Ying Yang zhi Qi [&[5.2
58 and Tian Di zhi Qi X312 5, can be seen in Rong Cheng Shi %% [X
of Chu Bamboo Slips of the Warring States Period Collected in Shanghai

Museum. I would suggest that the thought on Qi that Qi is a component
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of everything already existed before Warring States period, Daoism and
Confucian School before the middle Warring States period adopted the

thought on Qi of precede philosopher, and developed it.

Keywords: 01, excavated materials, Daoist, Confucian School,

Warring States period
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