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China “Asleep” and “Awakening”:

A Study in Conceptualizing Asymmetry and Coping with It

Written by Rudolf G. Wagner

Translated by Wu I-wei
Abstract

Languages continually enrich themselves and other languages with
concepts they exchange. While not a modern phenomenon, denser and
faster communication during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries has
resulted in a large-scale homogenization of the newly-emerged national
languages around a core of globalized concepts with a modern order
and hierarchy. The common features of these concepts are hidden below
the linguistic surface of the respective languages, with most speakers
being generally unaware of their existence. As concepts are abstract and
therefore unable to guide action in time and space directly, recourse is
generally taken to metaphor and simile. These in turn lend themselves to
visual representations such as political cartoons.

This article investigates the migration of such metaphors and their
visualized forms across languages and cultures. It will focus on the

metaphor of “China asleep/China awakened,” which became common
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parlance during the nineteenth century and has remained in the global
metaphorical canon to this day. The article addresses the dynamics of this
highly asymmetrical translingual and transcultural migration, the cultural
brokers involved, as well as the contact zones where the exchanges take

place.

Keywords: metaphors, asymmetry, transcultural, cartoons, politics,

linguistics
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BHZ R rp SOK 2 S [RS8 502 - iR IR HBOa R TR SR
TR S BRI (1830-1930) ] AT EHFAE R » FEEGEHE - [FIFE
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FIFSIEST rupepvely (kybernein) » W5 T5EAE) © |

(=) BRwy M BB - 2 S8 ~ AnHE - PRE - S 7
B R e

(=) \BEM > MEEAYS2EHY) (G~ & 0~ BRI
(Marianne ) s #1814 (John Bull) *2) °

(M9) 5S> A2 EHERT (Bernard Mandeville » 1670-1733)

1

LI Mg - BB VE PR SO LRI R - EE T IIRARISMEL » DI
B REETEN B SCEREE  H RS AR R DU TR R G o (8
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W& 50 (Begriffsgeschichte) WH5E A2 [&] 3 (£ 1 B — 35 5 0O &
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B B 7> EE R sk BRI EE A BR A 2 K 0 AT S E RS (Hans
Blumenberg *1920-1996) /3£ ERE (M & s AT (LR E R A o
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DE BRI IREEE 2K - Ad— RS E RSO~ AL 2R
FEURETT ERVESE (articulation) HUSHHIMCERE UL OB ?ﬁﬁ'
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22 Il Hedwig Konrad, Etude sur la Métaphore (Paris: Librairie Philosophique
J. Vrin, 1958); Max Black, Models and Metaphors. Studies in the Philosophy
of Language (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1962); George Lakoff and Mark
Johnson, Metaphors We Live by (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980).

! IR » 38 FHNT9EE — B RS AR o Alexander Demandt, Metaphern fiir
Geschichte. Sprachbilder und Gleichnisse im historisch-politischen Denken
(Munich: Beck, 1978); and Dietmar Peil, Untersuchungen zur Staats- und
Herrschaftsmetaphorik in literarischen Zeugnissen von der Antike bis zur
Gegenwart (Munich: Fink, 1983). Peil $& # 7 — 73 &t HH H: Fr i 72 1Y BH gy 2
li] {5 B B - 225 H CAIRESE - B (movement) {FRE—fE&THIP
IS 2 B ERAL - (HRAEE A A B3 /7 1 1F S A T PR T © Rudolf G.
Wagner, “The Canonization of May Fourth,” in The Appropriation of Cultural
Capital: China’s May Fourth Project, ed. Milena DoleZelova-Velingerova
(Cambridge: Harvard East Asia Center, 2002), 66-122.

Otto Brunner, Werner Conze, and Reinhart Koselleck, eds., Geschichtliche
Grundbegriffe: historisches Lexikon zur politisch-sozialen Sprache in
Deutschland (Stuttgart: E. Klett, 1972-1997).

Hans Blumenberg, Paradigmen zu einer Metaphorologie (Frankfurt: Suhrkamp
Publishers, 1998), 8. ;& A& H12010 F-5E/8 (Comell) KEHHFR 1 HSChRAS ©

Hans Blumenberg, “Das Verhiltnis der Metaphorologie zur Begriffsgeschichte
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(im engeren terminologischen Sinne) als ein solches der Dienstbarkeit,”
Paradigmen zu einer Metaphorologie, 11.

Plato, Republic, trans. Benjamin Jowett (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1871), 233.
. C. W. Mendell, “Horace 1. 1,” Classical Philology 33, no. 2 (April 1938):
147. Blumenberg 5| Horace 1.14 $¢5 TEZfih) —B » BEBHEBE
fInFE A I EEYR o (HISARAREREBUAE C R B A AIME o BRFSECMATED, AR
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Hans Blumenberg, “Ausblick auf eine Theorie der Unbegreiflichkeit,” in
Schiffbruch mit Zuschauer. Paradigma einer Daseinsmetapher (Frankfurt:
Suhrkamp, 1979), 87.
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