RERELER F—M
2011512 A HE55-84

AR Pey R R

P ~x * ol
& B F 5 F %
14 =

A RE 30 AL M AR K (R.G. Collingwood * 1889-1943 )
PR TR RIS EHIE 2 (the living past) | » 3lfi 255 JRE o 21 35 U 41
(encapsulated) FAEL4 BARREREH o M TP B A BRE B ST
gerpag s > DIBABEGR O ~ S BBt G TE 2 R LR
il At e T B Al A E AL » AT AR Ak e AY bl Rl
iR F R RIS ASORME— D5 a5 BH SR b 500 A 8 1 2 A
SRR PEREIRAE R - H SR G TE) ~ (TE BRI
LIRe #5 RA SRR BHSRERIRY - SIRASEERINIREE T Ik e 1l BBl
SEAH b 8K DURE sh B3 R DR B AIE A STRHER: 5 ke 25 B8 e 7 A%
FERRSEEAID SRR » tRFHEBD B A SCERRBRGEE o SR & s BT
IR EE — PRI B A -

AR - REnEE s ~ Bl ~ BORET G AL AR

| FEBUEBOR RSB -
" PEE BT A SOR B LR 4 BT B



On the Historical World as
Concealed in Keywords

Jin Guan-tao  Liu Qin-feng
Abstract

In the 1930s R.G. Collingwood suggested that “History is the
living past” and knowledge of it is encapsulated in the very structure
of present thought. During our research of Chinese modern political
concepts we discovered that using keywords as the basis for revealing
interaction between concept and social action, especially how social action
counteracts on concept, enabled us to verify the above suggestions by
Collingwood, as well as resolving its inherent conflicts. This essay further
discusses how, when the study of keywords is expanded from its relation
to concepts to an inclusion of events, namely different social actions
related to subjects or objects, the analysis of keywords will be broadened
from the realm of conceptual and intellectual history to include the whole
humanistic discipline, with history as its core. The adoption of a method
based on database analysis into the study of different keywords will lead to
the rise of a type of digital humanist studies, with the study of East Asian

conceptual history at its forefront.

Keywords: history of East Asian concepts, history of concepts, database

method, digital humanities
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