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Lin Shu’s Navy Complex:

A Discourse on Lin’s Translation of Nami-Ko

Xiaohong Xia"
Abstract

In 1908, Lin Shu ( #4F ) , collaborating with the interpreter Wei Yi (1.5 ) ,
translated Hototogisu (Nami-Ko), a bestseller in Meiji Japan, from its
English rendition into Chinese under the title of Bu Ru Gui { I 4[5 ) . Instead
of following the Japanese view regarding this novel as a “family story” or
complying with the label of “melancholy novel” (Z[&/\ift ) branded by the
publisher, the Commercial Press, Lin Shu put his emphasis on the narration
of the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 in the book. Thus, he devoted
the main part of his preface to relating “the feeling of injustice” (ZHl
Z 1% ) aroused by the novel. Not only did he mean to take advantage of
the renowned Japanese work to disprove the “coward abandonment” (JEE ) |
of which people generally accused the loyal and devoting Northern Navy, but he
also brought into full play his classical writing skills to defend and historicize the
Navy with three pieces of non-fiction works. The reason why Lin Shu was so
deeply concerned with the Navy could be traced up to the fact that the Fujian
Shipbuilding Bureau and the Institute were “the cradle of Chinese modern

navy” as well as the fact that more than half the Navy officers were born
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“Fujianese” ([#] A ) . Having fused his traditional local affection and the idea
of modern state, Lin Shu projected his complex onto the Navy and ended up

sharing the same breath with it.

Keywords: Lin Shu, Hototogisu (Nami-Ko), Chinese Navy, the feeling of

injustice, Fujianese
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to the head of a family. The question of divorce, as depicted in Nami-ko, is its salient
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7% ) (It was not, of course, my purpose to attempt to reform the social customs of my
country by means of fiction, for I am certainly more novelist than reformer, but, as the
exposure of an evil frequently paves the way for its destruction, I have perhaps builded
better than I knew.) &, Kenjird Tokutomi, Nami-Ko.: A Realistic Novel, trans. Sakae
Shioya and Edwin Francis Edgett (Boston: H. B. Turner & Co., 1904), vi, vii-ix °
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¥ EEEEAL “Author’s Preface”: “the ideas of humanity, freedom, and justice are day by
day displacing the worn-out Confucian ethics,” “I hope—serve to acquaint you who
live on the other side of the Pacific with the manner in which we live, how we feel,
and what we think, what struggles we are passing through, and so tend to tighten the
bonds of sympathy between us.” Kenjird Tokutomi, Nami-Ko, ix.

EE7ZE + E. F. Edgett “Introduction”: “The popularity of Nami-ko, however, must also be
sought in another conspicuous fact, viz.: the novel stands unparalleled in the history
of modern Japanese literature in that it embodies the spirit of knighthood in Japan.
The China-Japan War of 1894-95 was not merely an historical event in which the two
nations came into conflict. It was the first case in which the national consciousness
of its existence and possibilities as an independent nation asserted itself...Nami-ko is
therefore dear to the Japanese people through the patriotic spirit of two characters—
Takeo and the General.” Kenjird Tokutomi, Nami-Ko, v-vi.
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